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Alum Highlight: Yu-Lin Amy Lee

What path did you take after residency, and what are you 
doing now? 

After residency, I 
completed a 
fellowship in 
Palliative and Hospice 
Medicine at Duke. I 
then worked at our 
Med-Peds primary 
care clinic and in 2022, 
transitioned to 
inpatient adult and 
pediatric palliative 
care. I was fortunate 
enough to have the 
opportunity to build 
Duke’s pediatric 
palliative care clinic and now serve as the medical director. I am 
also a faculty mentor with Duke Asian Pacific American Student 
Association (APAMSA) and on the leadership committee for the 
Asian American Pacific Island (AAPI) Affinity group. During 
residency, I volunteered with Samaritan Health Center, a local 
free and charitable clinic serving uninsured and vulnerable 
populations in Durham, and currently serve 
as the board chair.

First year Med-Peds class meeting!

Continued on Page 2
Third year Med-Peds class meeting!
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Hello from the Program Director! 
 As spring gives way to the close of another academic year, Duke Med-Peds is entering one of our busiest and 
most exciting seasons. In the months ahead, we’ll celebrate our graduating residents, welcome a new intern 
class, and reflect on another year of growth across the program. Thank you for being part of the community 
that continues to shape and strengthen Duke Med-Peds. 
-Colby
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Alum Highlight Continued…
What brings you the most joy in your work?

It is an extraordinary privilege to serve in health care because it allows us 
a door into our patients' lives. I am always drawn to hear each person’s 
unique story and find great joy in building relationships with patients 
and their families. In palliative care, I meet patients in extremis and often 
in their most vulnerable moments; there is a quiet gentleness in 
wayfaring alongside and helping make their landings a bit softer. I also 
love working with students, residents and 
fellows – learning and caring for patients 
together and seeing them grow over the years.

What brings you the most joy in your 
free time?

I enjoy spending time with my family and 
friends, hiking with my dog (Eno), chasing 

down all the animals to pet, reading, traveling, watching Disney/Pixar 
movies, and finding new bubble tea shops. I am a big sports fan – I love 
playing tennis, running only once a year for the Med-Peds Advocacy 

Run, and rooting for Duke basketball and 
the Buffalo Bills (Go Bills)!!

Any words of wisdom for current 
trainees?

Detours can lead you down unexpected paths that end up being pretty 
amazing. Embrace humility and curiosity. Find things that you are 
truly passionate about. Be kind to yourself and then sprinkle kindness 
wherever you go.

Med-Peds crew at Academic 
Internal Medicine Week in Seattle!

Med-Peds spontaneous meet 
up on a gen med unit!

Mohamed Mohamed’s SAR talk!
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Welcome to the Med-Peds Class of 2030!

Nikita Chaubal 

UG: Tufts University
MS: Thomas Jefferson Univ

Sam Lefew 

UG: University of Virginia
MS: Rush University

Shwetha Bindhu 

UG: University of Cincinnati
MS: Case Western 

Sara Jacob 

UG: NC State University
MS: UNC, Chapel Hill

Mabel Donahue 

UG: Vanderbilt University
MS: Wake Forest University

Lauren Wein 

UG: Duke University
MS: Duke University

The Duke Med-Peds Residency Fund
This fund supports our current Med-Peds residents in a variety of 

educational experiences, including participation in research 
projects, attendance at national meetings, preparation and 

presentation of scholarly work, global health opportunities and 
involvement in community outreach programs. Please consider 
making a contribution online and clicking Combined Medicine-

Pediatrics Residency Program from the list or send a check to Duke 
Health Development Office, Attn. Duke Med-Peds Residency 
Fund, 300 W. Morgan Street, Suite 1200, Durham, NC 27701.Madi Bagley (MP3) and Lily Suarez 

(MP4) running in a race together!

https://www.gifts.duke.edu/dmaa?designation=3920126&technique_code=MED23E00
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Resident Updates 
✦ Sabrina Arezo (MP1) will be on the IM Resiteering Committee for 2026-2027.

✦ Courtney Bair (MP2) will be on the GME Residency Committee for 2026-2027.

✦ Madi Bagley (MP3) presented a case on “Hemoptysis as the Final Clue in Diagnosis 
of Granulomatosis with Polyangiitis” at the NC Thoracic Society meeting. 

✦ Andrew Grose (MP3) was awarded *Top Improvement Science Abstract* and had an 
oral presentation at the Dept of Peds Research Retreat (pictured right) for his QI 
project on “Early Papillomavirus Vaccination in Internal Medicine-Pediatrics 
Practices”. He was also recognized as “Top 10” and a Blue Ribbon Award recipient at 
the Duke Health Quality and Safety Conference.

✦ Brandon Moritz (MP3) presented his QI project on “Utilizing targeted educational 
interventions and order automation to improve resident and hospitalist use of the 
‘Ambulatory Referral to Primary Care’ order during hospital discharge” at the Duke 
Health Quality and Safety Conference. He was selected as Co-Chair of the GME 
Patient Safety and Quality Council 2026-2027.

✦ Lara Scott (MP3) (pictured right) was selected to be a Duke Pediatric Research 
Scholar and accepted to the prestigious Discovery program through the 
Pediatric Endocrine Society.

✦ Josh Mercer (MP4) published a vignette <Paraneoplastic cerebellitis with Kelch-
like protein 11 antibodies as an initial presentation for testicular seminoma> in 
BMJ Case Reports.

✦ Lily Suarez (MP4) published on <Food Insecurity Screening and Intervention 
Strategies in Pediatric Primary Care Practices: A Mixed Methods Study> in 
Academic Pediatrics. She presented on “Linking Children in Obesity Treatment with Caregivers in the 
Electronic Health Record” at the Obesity Society Meeting and Dept of Peds Research Retreat. She 
won the Dept of Peds SAR Talk and presented at Grand Rounds (pictured right).

Congratulations to the following residents who were recognized as a “Particularly Effective Teacher” 
by medical students on Pediatrics! MP4: Shane Clark, Joe Goddu, Noah Hellerman, Josh Mercer, MP3: 

Lauren Halsey, MP2: Courtney Bair, Ibukun Olubowale, Michael Qureshi, Sanjana Ravi, and Kent 
Sutton, MP1: Nissma Bencheikh, Grant Hiura, Nisha Uppuluri, Elgin Yalin.

Med-Peds 7th Annual Advocacy Run in November 2025 which raised 
money for Project Access, a program which provides subspecialty 

services to uninsured and underinsured residents of Durham County.

Fellowship Match Day for Josh Mercer and Lily 
Suarez! See page 6 for where our MP4s are headed! 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40759499/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40759499/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40759499/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41412565/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41412565/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41412565/
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Friendsgiving gathering for MP residents and family!

This academic year, Joe Goddu and Noah Hellerman 
went to Peru and Mohamed Mohamed went to Kenya.

Med-Peds Global Health

More Residency Life Snapshots and Happenings! 

MP2 class at Courtney’s engagement party 
(above) and Bronwen’s wedding (below)!
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Josh Mercer 
Combined Med-Peds 
Heme/Onc Fellow at 

Vanderbilt

Mohamed 
Mohamed  
Med-Peds 

Hospitalist at MGH 

Noah Hellerman 
Medical Assistant 

Professor at Duke Med-
Peds Clinic

Shane Clark  
Hospitalist at Duke

Lily Suarez  
Academic General 
Pediatrics Fellow + 

Instructor in Pediatrics 
and Medicine at 

Vanderbilt

Joe Goddu 
Med-Peds Primary 

Care in New Orleans 

CONGRATULATIONS MP CLASS OF 2026!!  
Where are they headed next?
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Graduate and Faculty Updates 
✦ Amber Fleck (2025) will be a Duke Internal Medicine Residency Chief for 2025-2026.

✦ Ashley Thrower (2024) was accepted into the Faculty Career Development Program and was 
selected for the leadership position of Associate Medical Director of Nighttime Coverage for 
DRH Hospital Medicine. 

✦ Chris Prater (MP APD) was chosen to take over leadership as the Med-
Peds Resident Clinic Director starting July 1, 2026. He collaborated on a 
workshop (pictured right) at Academic Internal Medicine Week, titled 
“Integrating Health Equity into Graduate Medical Education after the 
2025 Executive Orders”.

✦ David Ming (2010) was elected as a new member of the American 
Pediatric Society for 2026. APS members are recognized child health 
leaders of extraordinary achievement who work together to strengthen 
academic pediatrics. He also received a <2026 Bass Connections 
Leadership Award> for his leadership in Children’s Complex Care Coalition of North Carolina 
(4CNC).

✦ Kanecia Zimmerman (2011) received renewed funding from the NIH for a 
joint collaboration with UNC called Unified Program for Therapeutics in 
Children (UPTiC) which is designed to prepare physician-scientists in 
pediatric therapeutics from bench to bedside.

✦ Ruchi Doshi (2021) was selected as the Associate Medical Director of 
Recruitment, Credentialing, and Onboarding for the Division of Hospital 
Medicine at Duke University Hospital. She also serves as President-Elect of 
the North Carolina Triangle Chapter of the Society of Hospital Medicine.

✦ Jane Trinh (2006) (pictured right) received the national Leadership in Med-
Peds Award at the Med-Peds Program Directors Association conference.

Brandon (MP3) and Katie 
Moritz welcomed Briggs!

Duke MP reunion at UChicago! 
Austin Wesevich and Claudia Leung 
(2021), with hospitalist Natasha 

Mehta (wife of Aashu Patel 2025)

Sandra (2024), Dan Loriaux, 
and Penny welcomed Beau!

Med-Peds Baby Corner!

https://bassconnections.duke.edu/news/duke-and-unc-pediatricians-honored-exceptional-cross-institutional-bass-connections-team/
https://bassconnections.duke.edu/news/duke-and-unc-pediatricians-honored-exceptional-cross-institutional-bass-connections-team/
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